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FRYEBURG — Iii 1984- the
last. Mouiitgin- Division Tine
freight traiis tiaviled the rickety _
fol:heastem railway. Passenger =
3 frmght traing Had chugged ™
briously.: long the hne smce :

g to Maine state
3 documents.. ‘Teduin- -

- Now, L Jusk twy

: decades after its -

“owner decided the ,

railway was useless,
the resittrection of

. the Mountain Divi-

ston’ Lme i8  being considered as

a meais of boosting the ﬂagg‘m g

see RAIL page i7
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Fall from page one

econormies of western

ihaine Depariment of Transporiation Manager of Rall Transporiation Nathan Moulton slears Soms my.ﬁé _ _ﬁmﬁwm.. o
branches away from the train tracks in Brownfield during 3 Sept. 12 tour cm the KHoenie 113 rall na.ﬁ_ga w S in the line’s &ﬂimﬁ
that proponents are attempling to renavaie and open. The vehicies cmmn for the tour were equipped mHmEm Pﬁﬁmm,mﬁ from
with & narvow wheel base and thie exiva wheels for fraveling on the track. (JARMIE GENERAITI PROTD) Portland, Maine to
Sherwood, Quebec,
Along the way, they
passed throngh
through Brownfield,

fiaine Department of Transpor-
tation Manager of Rail Trans-

portation Nathan Moulion talis
about the viability of opening
ths Route 112 rail corrider
during a Sept. 12 iour in rucks
eqguinped Tor rail ravel. Also
"in tha fruck wers Jesh Maclk,
canter, of the Southern Maine
Regional Planning Commissien,
iartee Tarner, right, owner of
the Admiral Perry House, and
John Morrie, back seat, ownier
of the Diford House, (JAMIE
GEMBFITI PHOTD)

Fryshure, North
Conway and Crawford
Noseh. Some of the
rail in-still in uss; the
Conway Scenic Rail-
road chugs along the
New Hempshire line,
but most of the Maine
track is derelict.
farlier this month,
state representa-
tives joined municipal
officers to travel the

cratl, ronndtrip, from

Fryeburg to Brown-
field. Including 2 stop
for Tunch, the trip took
about two hours,
The name of the
project to resurrect,
or reactivate, the line
is called “Tf we bdld
it, will they come?”
It’s 2 crucial question,
considering that the
line closed 20 years ago
bacanse “they” — the
fraight the tourists
— weren'{ coming,
Fryeburg Selectman
David Enapp is a local
leader in the revitaliza-
tion of what is known

s82 nexd pags



: reactivation,”forpas-
k -.senger-use, is-estimated to.cost $1
! :million permileo;

es.date backto' 1915 i

“There’s.alsoisevers: ATV, mmﬁmmm_x.. ,_,

* he added. “The ATV runialongside
. the line and pill away the ballast, " i

aset’ .- . #Amdthere areitrees:growing rightsip—-
6 .. ia_.m”.Bm&&m,%nﬁm_,mhmh_._mh_‘moﬁ.m_@momm., v
,mﬁmhmmm,”mmo@awéouﬁg da?: s
Gt Nathan Moulton, manager

ctivated vail line " he added,
Theratlway could.enconrage 4
+ steadierflow of peopleto and from
. ‘thewalley, with-the local economies
. “benefitting all rourd. Tourists in ,
1 Portland could take a leisurely train-
¢ ride tothe valley ~— “ports to peaks!”
~-enthused Knapp — and. people west

_ -of Portland would have better access  Standish two weeks ago, raised more
| to the citPsinfr tructure and job questions than. it produced answars,

e , see naxt page

: .ofrail,

. transportation for Mainels Depart-
ment of “_H‘Hmwmwnﬁmﬁo?.._ﬁmwbmﬂ..,,. ,
against looking atthe resurrected T
rail as 2 “sitver bullet” 1o sélve .
.regionaf economie issues.

Botk he and Mack said thata

publicforum on‘the igsue, held in




. service, expanding their. opéeratiang by moré than

from prsced'ng page

- "It was pretty cléar that What we. need iz a really

detaﬂed engineering study that-will cost out what - - .
it will take to get the line up and running? Mack -

said. Moulton added that a study was also needed’

line.

Baaed on hlS analys1s of- uther Mame raﬂways ;
however, Moulton said the Mmmtam DlVlSlOD Lit
could be a regional asget. i

“The areas around the Downeaster Rall statmns

(there are three in Mame three in New Hampshlre

and two in Massachusetts) have seen s0Ime eco
nomic boost from the ‘train gervice;” he reflecte
“Companies such ag Dragon C'ement in Thomaston
(Maine) have beriefitted from'the improved fréight

40 percent and exportmg cement to Boston and
New York, with'a barge: out of Rocklan& a_nd te
Canada via rail”

Could a smulal Fryebm g renalssance by rall be:
faroff?. ., .- ,

ROUTE 113 FORUMS.
. Llne - ara schieduled in Westem Mame L

“Library off Route 113 at mtersectlon of Fioute 11, East
:"Baldwm o
“The Roijts 113 Corrldor Comm|ttee was Estab[IShed
“in 2004 by the Towns af Standish Hiram; Brownfield
fand Fryeburg to serve as a forum for dlalogue around
isstigs of mutual inerest, The focus this year is to |den-
tlfy economic oppununlties along the cotridor.

- Greater Portland Councn of Governments at (207) 774-

*’smrpc org/transportahon/con ndor/corr:dor htm#i13. -

Two more Rdute 113 Futures- forums “If we bund it, -
-will they come?" —a dialogue W|th government busi-* |+
1 ness, and community ledders on the prospects for pas-.| -
- | senger and freight rail service onthe Motuntain Dl\nsson, :
to weigh the economic benefits to towns along the . e
|+ e.Wednesday, Oct. 4, 6-9 p.m, at Brownfletd/Denw_
| _mark School, 637 West Maln Strest (Route 180), Den-

mark., . - :
- & Wednesday, Nov 15, 6-9 p.m. at Brown Memorial

- For mare information, contact Caroline Paras wﬁﬁ the

-9891 or éparas@gpcog.org or Mack with the Sauthern
- Maine Reglonal Planning Gommission at (207) 324-2052
- or jmack@smipe.org, Also, see the Web -site at WWW..
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