AGENDA

SOUTHERN MAINE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

August 27th, 2009
Anderson Learning Center
21 Bradeen St.

Springvale, Me.

9:00 AM

1. Minutes of  May 21st and June 10th Annual Meeting

The minutes for the meetings are enclosed.  

2. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report for July is enclosed.

3. Brownfields Update
I don’t know if we have informed everyone, but in June we received another 1 million dollars in funding from EPA to replenish our Revolving Loan Fund grant account.  As with the initial million,  the funds are broken out by a 60% loan, 40% grant  breakdown (we also retain up to 10%  for our costs and technical assistance).  This money was through the regular EPA grant process.
A couple of weeks ago, we also were notified that we were going to receive another $700,000 from a supplemental EPA budget (basically RLF money not spent by other regions).  This money was broken up into $400,000 for hazardous waste sites and $300,000 for petroleum contaminated sites.
The bottom line is that, we now have about 1.6 million in new funds.  The good news is that we have a number of projects waiting in the wings.  We can discuss some of these.

4
Brownfields Grant for Sanford

The Town of Sanford has submitted an application and related materials seeking a $40,000 subgrant from the SMRPC Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund.  This is to supplement the original $160,000 subgrant that was approved by the Executive Committee.  If approved, this will bring the total subgrant amount to $200,000, the maximum allowed by EPA for a project.

To date, SMRPC staff has reviewed the information relating to the environmental contamination and cleanup of the Sanford Mill.  A Focused Feasibility Study has been completed and identified the remediation cost of approximately $800,000.  These funds will be used for asbestos removal, lead based paint removal, universal waster removal, soil removal, subslab venting and engineering/oversight costs. The FFS clearly delineates the contamination issues and costs associated with site remediation.

The subgrant, in conjunction with a $200,000 Cleanup-up Grant directly from EPA,  covers approximately half of the $800,000 covered by the FFS.  An additional application may be submitted as a loan request at a future date.

SMRPC staff supports the subgrant request. 

5.
York County Advocacy Project
I am enclosing some information from a project we are working on with managers and municipal officials from the region.  Essentially this group has decided to take a more proactive role in policy and money matters in Augusta by contracting with the firm Maine Tomorrow in developing a legislative agenda for the region.  This will then be followed up with direct contact with our delegation.
I can fill folks in on where the project is at. SMRPC is directly involved (and in fact we are providing some of the revenue through our York County dues payments)  I have enclosed the outline of the project from Maine Tomorrow.

6.
New Projects for SMRPC
I would like to update everyone on some new regional initiatives and respond to any questions on the projects:
· The York County Advocacy Project described above

· Regional Energy Projects(stimulus funding)

· 6 Town Collaboration/Consolidation effort (CDBG funded)

· Adapting to Climate Change-Coastal (JT)
· Central York County Regional Transportation Study (DOT, Towns, Turnpike, SMRPC)

· York County Emergency Management Plans
· Scenic Byway (Rte 113)
Other
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